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How to Network in the 
US and Japan
Master the #1 way to begin and develop your 
Japan-related career



• Kasia Lynch, Founder of IkigaiConnections.com


• Job board for Japanese jobs in the US: 
NihongoJobs.com
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Introduction



Agenda

• Overview & Benefits 
• In-person Networking 
• Online Networking 
• Real Life Examples 
• Q&A



“Where you are 
in five years 
depends on 

who you meet 
today.”  
George 

Stamatis

Overview



Who is this webinar for? 

If you…

• are afraid of networking


• are starting out on your career journey


• want a refresher course on the basics


• want some tips on networking with Japanese people (whether in 
Japanese or English)

Overview
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Top things that influence your career:

• Education 

• Experience 

• Resume 

• Networking 


➡ Sometimes who you know, and who knows your merits, is more 
important than what you know.

Overview
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What is networking?

Overview
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Why is it important?

• Job openings (i.e. recommendations of connections)


• Career boost (serves as your social proof)


• Grow as a person by learning


• Community


“When you’re struggling on the job, tap into your network to 
attain clarity on your next step and for help in taking it.” Tamara S 
Raymond

Overview
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Why is it important for Japanese people? 🇯🇵 

• Relationships are key:


• internal (within a company)


• external (society, network)


• Oct 6th USJBF webinar


➡ Nurture your relationships without an expectation that you will get 
something from it.

Overview
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With whom do you network?

• Friends & acquaintances 


• School alumni


• Mentors and experts


• Company representatives (i.e. HR)

Overview
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Which language should I use?

• English: understood by most


• Japanese: impressive if you 
know it 


• start where you are & don’t 
have “fluent” expectations


• gets better with practice


• Key phrase: どうぞよろしく
お願いします。

Overview
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A word about personality types…

• Introverts: start with online (i.e. social 
media)


• Extroverts: attend events (inc. online 
networking events) 

➡ Reality check: you have to get over this 
“barrier” if you’re shy or not confident. It’s a 
part of life, and we typically have to rely on 
other humans to survive and work.

Overview
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“Courage starts 
with showing 
up and letting 
ourselves be 

seen.”  
Brene Brown

In-person 
Networking



Networking events

• Current reality and post-COVID


• In-person:


• Japan America Societies, consulates, JETRO, Meetups, etc.


• Get on mailing lists & attend!


• Online: 


• the same organizations!


• turn your camera on and participate

In-person Networking
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Top Tips:

• Business card (meishi)


• Elevator pitch & my example


• Ask questions


• Follow up 

I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.
—Maya Angelou

In-person Networking
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“Instead of trying to shake 
20 hands, get 30 business 
cards and add 40 people to 

your LinkedIn, consider 
taking the time with 

authentic introductions and 
conversations that are 

grounded in connection 
over racing to see how 

quickly they can find a new 
conversion or sale.”  

Loren Weisman

Online 
Networking



Methods:

• email


• social media 


• online events


• conversation partners


• 1-on-1 virtual calls

Online Networking
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Social Media

• Use professional profiles (watch your personal ones…) 


• Use the best social media for your desired industry


• Twitter: translators, localizers, manga, anime, gaming


• Facebook: cultural, linguistic


• Instagram: cultural


• LinkedIn: business in general (Japanese users?)

Online Networking
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LinkedIn

1. Search: find people & companies in your desired industry 


2. Connect: read a person’s profile & add a message when 
connecting 


3. Interact: like/comment posts of people you follow, join groups


4. Post: share appropriate content


* These tips can be applied to other social media.

Online Networking
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Online Networking: LinkedIn
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1. Search: find people & companies in your desired industry



Online Networking: LinkedIn
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2. Connect: read their profile (inc. interests!) & add a message to 
connect

Click here on desktop

Click here on 
 mobile



Online Networking: LinkedIn
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3. Interact: like/comment posts of people you follow, join groups



Online Networking: LinkedIn
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4. Post: share appropriate content



Tips:

• Thank them: nice email, actual 
card, gift card, future favor


• No ghosting, please!


• Warning: job-related scams and 
untrustworthy people do exist, 
so be smart.

Online Networking
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Situations & Scripts: Casual 

• “I heard you on the Business Success Japan podcast and really 
enjoyed your story. I related to x and y, and agree with z.”


• “We joined the same Kizuna online networking event and I 
didn’t get a chance to be in the same breakout room. I’d love to 
connect and learn more about you.”

Online Networking
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Situations & Scripts: Goal-related 

• “I read your meishi article in Kokoro Media and really appreciate 
your style. I see that you are a guest writer for many publications, 
and would love to connect and see more of what you write as I 
am also an aspiring author.”


• “I discovered your profile because my dream is to one day 
become an aerospace engineer in Japan. I’d appreciate the 
opportunity to connect and live vicariously through your posts.”

Online Networking
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Situations & Scripts: Job-related 

• “I see that you recruit for Japanese/English bilingual roles. If you 
ever need someone with banking experience in Michigan or Ohio, 
please do not hesitate to let me know.”


• “I just emailed you my application for the Bilingual Program 
Coordinator in TN, and wanted to share my LinkedIn profile, too. I 
believe I would be a good fit because of my language and people 
skills.”

Online Networking
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“If we create networks 
with the sole intention of 

getting something, we 
won’t succeed. We can’t 
pursue the benefits of 
networks; the benefits 

ensue from investments 
in meaningful activities 

and relationships.”  
Adam Grant

Real Life 
Examples



“I want to get into ___________. What would be the best way to 
get my foot in the door?”

• Networking - regardless of industry


• Research online and on social media to see who you find. 


• Discover related companies and follow them. 


• Global presence: where are they and where are they not.


• Can you support them with your Japanese skills? 


• Think outside the box. Be creative!

Real Life Examples
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I am an animator and about to graduate college. I've been studying 
Japanese for 3 years as well, so I am ready to start my life as an artist 
in Japan. The problem is, I don't know how to start, and obtaining the 
visa is intimidating. Should I start as a teacher? Or launch myself fully 
into the art territory? 

• Depends… (but nothing is impossible!) 


• Choice #1: Start as a teacher and network with artists while in Japan. 


• Choice #2: More niche than teaching, so will require research and 
networking (esp. if want to go to Japan).


• Spend time digging into this online and on social. Others have asked 
this question…

JAPAN-RELATED CAREERS WEBINAR SERIES (OCT 20, 2021)                                                                                                                                 

Real Life Examples



I was taught that “cold calling” companies in Japan is rude. 
What’s the balance between putting yourself out there and cold 
calling? 

• Rude vs. not done much


• Job searching: their website or job boards


• Relationships = key


• Takes longer, but focus on networking 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Real Life Examples
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Do you have any recommendations on ways I can network/gain 
experience if there is not a strong Japanese-related company/
job presence in my area?

• The internet is your friend.


• Are you mobile? 


• Can you create any opportunities? 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Real Life Examples
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Do you have any advice towards what one should do *while* on 
JET, if they want to build a career in Japan after the program? 
Being on JET bans you from making money in any other job 
besides JET while you’re in the program, so I’m not sure what 
opportunities I can find there otherwise.

• Networking!


• Networking groups (foreigner or Japanese community)


• Research opportunities/companies online


• Make friends and share your dream 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Real Life Examples



“The currency 
of real 

networking is 
not greed but 
generosity.”  

Keith Ferrazzi

Conclusion



• Not a one-time thing 

• Opportunity to use nihongo  

• Always follow up 

• It gets easier with practice (start with me via LinkedIn! If 
you’re already connected with me, send me a message.)

Conclusion
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Q&A & Thank you! 

ご静聴、ありがとうございます。

📱  ikigaiconnections.com  ✉  info@ikigaiconnections.com 

LinkedIn / Instagram / Facebook: IkigaiConnections. Twitter: KasiaIkigai 

ikigaiconnections.com/bridging


